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LENITA BLASINGAME
CHIEF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

Lenita Blasingame began her career with the Arkansas Insurance Department in 1963 and 1964 as a summer intern.  She became a full-time employee in 1965.  During her 44 years with the Department Mrs. Blasingame, at various times, directed the operation of the Department’s Agent Licensing Division and the Property and Casualty Division.  In 2000 she was named Deputy Commissioner and in 2005 Chief Deputy Commissioner. She was appointed Insurance Commissioner by Governor Mike Beebe on January 2, 2009, to fulfill the remainder of Commissioner Julie Benafield Bowman’s term. After the appointment of Commissioner Bradford, she returned to her position as Chief Deputy Commissioner. As such, she has oversight responsibility for several divisions, including Accounting, Consumer Services, Human Resources, Agent Licensing, Life and Health, Property and Casualty, Public Employee Claims, and Risk Management.

Mrs. Blasingame often provides input on legislative initiatives, drafts rules and bulletins, and testifies before the Arkansas General Assembly on proposed insurance legislation.

As a regulator Mrs. Blasingame is active on a national level in many committees, sub-committees, and task forces through the National Association of Insurance Commissioners (NAIC).  She is a member of the Association of Insurance Compliance Professionals and the Insurance Regulatory Examiner’s Society.
Mrs. Blasingame attended Harding University in Searcy, Arkansas and the University of Arkansas at Little Rock.  She and her husband, Bob, live in El Paso, Arkansas.
